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., It-also:was a carefully‘read. speech.
~agent Frank Snepp took obvious pains not to stray from
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Telepraph Educotion writer

Streetlights glimmered weaklgr, reflected in puddles ;
' scattered on the isolated and half-empty asphalt park-
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damp, warm breeze tossed and sighed in the -

bare tree tips, a- mystenous spnng-llke vxsxtor to the -

wmtry February night..: -
_.It was a perfect. semng fora spy novel T
.-Remembrances of ‘mysterious - mndmght meetmgs,
foretgn beauties, and devilish double- and tnple:crosses
may have been what:many: people expected Si tung in.
_the audxtonum at Macon Junior College S -

“But the spy who came.in from the rain Tuesday mght
- gave; instead,’a carefully considered dissection.of :

" trends-and directions in U.S. intelligence,

his text, one that he bifterly told the audience had been
censored and cleared hy the Central Intelllgence
Agency. .

. “That'’s not really funny,'f he sald when a fewpeople

.,NEPP A'FORMER CIA operatlve in"Vietnam and

-* NOW. a, wnter—lecturer. has the CIA’s editorial assis-
" tance due to a landmark-U. S. ‘Supreme Court decision’
. .following publication of A.Decent Interval, a critical

account of the intelligence operation in Vxetnam -par-.

" ‘ticularly during the- frantic, withdrawal from Salgon as

North Vietnamese swept into the capitol. .~ . |
The Supreme Court ruled Snepp had violated the law, ‘

although his book-did not contain any secret CIA l

material, because he had’
signed a pledge not to-dis-
" cuss the agency without its
- prior-approval; The: court
ordered Sneep to clear any
~ future writing — fiction or .
nonfiction — through the
. CIA. The court also ordered
. profits from his_best-seller
.. Saigon memoir gwen 10 the
- federal government. " " .
. Snepp, calling it’ g tn-
*.umph of national security © -
°" considerations over Consti- '
. tutional rights,” said the gag
,.order was pafrt. of. the .
" .agency’s resurgence of pol|t~ i

' " ical ‘strerigth and respecta-

" 'bility after severe crmclsm
_in the early 1970s. . ; l

" .The secrecy that pro-)
. tected the CIA and its agents

. ‘from repercussions for’
* criminal acts, domestic and

abroad, began crumbling in ' »

- 1973, Snepp sa)d

~bers of congressional com:. .
- mittees about any action’}’

- endanger national secunty,
"Snepp said. ;

2 February 1983
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VAT congressnonal mquu-y
- 1led to two overview commit- .
“tees, beginning a new idea
-, .the CIA was accountable to
.- the legnslatwe body, Snepp {

Sald . R .,
~An agreement: wnh the ‘
federal Justice Department '

A was ended so CIA agents .
=‘ could be tried for crimes, -

NEPP: SAID he agreed -
th those:restnctzons ‘But
‘said the restrictions and ;

ﬁﬂorts b, "subsequent CIA
d 1R >

dxrecto_rs-

ness in* gat‘hermg-mtelh-
gence L e o

In 1977, when CIA Dxrector'-‘

. Stansfield Turner purged the -

‘department, espectally ‘its-

" “Dirty Tricks’ group, the.
intelligence:agency’s: mem-:
. bers suffered their severest-

blow from-within:the.

: agency s own hierarchy.

- Leaks escalated. Turner:
moved 1o stop those leaks by
making an example of some--
.one, a move that Snepp said
just happened to coincide
with publxcanon of A Decent

_Interval. _

" “The gag order on Snepp,

_and other restrictions limit-.
 ing access:to CIA materials -

.are just part of the loos-
ening of the leash on the CIA
during the Carter and Rea:.
gan. admxmstranons ~he:

‘For example ‘theCIA is no
longer required to tell mem:*

‘that the CIA-judges would

Presndent Ronald Reagan
‘freed the.CIA.to spy on_,
domestic groups,. lncludmg !
troublesome activist groups
‘or anti-nuclear .activists,
even though those groups :

had no ties with forexgn i

interests, Sneppsaxd

: eter'loratmg“l' ¥
¥ image - disheartened: agents, i
/‘ and reduced their effective:

]

Forexgn telephone calls™
can be recorded by the CIA,
even though there is no sus- -

picion.of-espionage. |

Searches: can be made -of
individuals’ homes.in the.

name of national: l.security. .y -
" 'THE" SCOP “of” covert l

CIA actions ls'mcreasmg,
“particularly- regardmg the
:Sandinista regime in Nxcara,_
gua Snepp said.

" “The “loosened restncttons
and increased- protecuon for
“the CIA. from: mtemal and

.r,:external critics were:a -

response to the CIA'a«mef—

_problem in'the agency prob-
;ably-will never-be resolved

"Bt Snepp said the bxggest 8

-— the' politicized- leadership -

“that. interferes with-the,
:objective gathering and
.;analysis of mtelhgence mfor-
_mation, ;¥

~For example, the large
“CIA action in. Nicaragua
undoubtedly will-color the

-agency’s reports of the situa- .

-tion.there,; Snepp said. In’

“Iran, South Korea and other .

; countries, the United States’
: commitment to leaders had
“blinded its ‘intelligence
-forces to their proteges’ vul-
_nerabilities. - -

: [*“We . had an: operatxve
nght mext to the Shah (of

~‘Iran:) ‘And we never knew .

-untit-his -overthrow’that he
‘had cancer,” Snepp said.
:“We .never- planted anyohe
:within the Ayatollah’s move~
ment.’, :
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